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This photo: Pink trailing
trumpet vine forms an arbor
over the entrance gate to the

N courtyard.

Opposite: To accentuate the
Old World feel, owner
Dorothy Kilburg hired local
artists to paint a mural
depicting the Austrian Alps -
on her courtyard wall. 3

/



Impressions of a

French garden

Perfect

TEXT BY NANCY ERDMANN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHARLES MANN

S omeone once said that the best way to create a garden
full of soul is slowly.

When Dorothy Kilburg built her house in Gainey Ranch
three years ago, she dreamed of a French garden. It was to
have lots of roses and plenty of bulbs, perennials, annuals, and
herbs. She needed a grassy area for her dog and a place for her
religious stone figures and an old iron settee she had saved
from childhood. She wanted plants that would attract birds so
that her 91-year-old mother could see them from inside. The
front courtyard was to sport wicker. It was to be a warm,
peaceful, romantic atmosphere.

Her house, however, despite a hint of Italian and French archi-
tecture, is full of contemporary lines. And her tiny backyard over-
looks Gainey Ranch Golf Course where there always seems to be
someone zooming along in an electric golf cart. It’s not exactly the
kind of place where one imagines a European garden might be.

So she brought in landscape designer Troy Bankord of
Bankord Landscape Management, with whom she had worked
before, to do the design and installation. “The first thing I no-
ticed about her property was this stark entrance gate,” says
Bankord, “and I knew the look needed to be softened. So I set
about to design an arbor.” By anchoring chicken wire over the
top of the gate, a structure was formed. Pink trumpet vine was

FEBRUARY 1997  PHOENIX HOME & GARDEN 77



