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A play of textures in this Deepwell home includes a
Flokati-covered stool, leather-upholstered headboard,
and grasscloth wall treatment. Photo by Lance Gerber

ONTHIS PAGE
A vignette by Troy Bankord for Gibbs Smith'’s

mobile home.
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TRAILER
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THETINY SPACESTREND TAKES OVERAMOD
MOBILE HOME.ARCHITECTURALBOOK
PUBLISHER GIBBS SMITHAND DESIGNERTROY
BANKORD OFFERHOMEOWNER/DESIGNER
PERSPECTIVES ON GOING SMALL.

Photography by Daniel James Ryan

Gibbs Smith has owned avacation trailer
for10 yearsin Blue Skies Village, a gated,
55+mobile home park in Rancho Mirage
that was developed in the 1950s. “I felt it had the
potential tobe crafted as asmall midcentury modern
home that wouldn’t feel like a trailer,” Smith says.
“When I recently met designer Troy Bankord, we hit
itoff. He spoke my language, so T decided toredoit.”

Asastudent, Smith studied architectural history
with David Gebhard at UC, Santa Barbara. Dur-
ing that time, Smith met many of the renowned
regional architects and fell in love with the work of
Rudolph Schindler, Richard Neutra, Harwell Har-
ris, and others. His passion led him into a publishing
career that he launched with books on California
and architecture.

“I did the first book on Greene and Greene and
the first book on Bernard Maybeck,” he says. This
season Smith will publish a desert modern book by
Daniel Chavkin and one on William Krisel. “Build-
ingsinspired by European aesthetics and set in the
southern California climate were very inspiring to
me,” he says. “Blue Skies gave me an opportunity to
personally fulfill this modern vision.”

Gibbs, why a trailer in Blue Skies?

G: In California, if you leave the hitch on, you pay
taxes to the DMV instead of property taxes. So that
was a plus. To me, Blue Skies is more than a trailer
park. Tt has a special history started by Bing Crosby
with a clubhouse designed by William Cody. The
palm trees make it luxurious.

Looks like fair skies ahead for trailer owner
Gibbs Smith. His home in Blue Skies
Village has been newly redesigned by Troy
Bankord to resemble a small midcentury
home. “| call it the ‘Silver Moon,” says
Smith. “l wanted to contribute to the
modernist vein with something different
from the norm. People in this historic
community that began with Bing Cresby
can appreciate that.”
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Troy, what s your background in small space
design? Is this movementstill growing?

T: I've been in business for 30 years, creating
“places of peace” for my clients. In that time
I'vecometorealize howimportantsmall spaces
are and how incredible they can be. Someone
visitingasmall space willenteritlookingtothe
left and the right and within ananosecond will

know if it feels comfortable or not. Designing
them is a challenge T embrace. Given the past
downturn of the economy and our busy lives,
peopleare rethinkinghowand where they want
to spend their time. Small spaces have become
more manageable and more desirable.

TheJames Servais sculpture in the far
corner of the living room served as inspira-
tion for the homeowner’s designer, Troy
Bankord. Its outspoken color palette and
playful style was an open invitation to
combine newand vintage elements fora
bold, modvacation home. On the table,
architect and Palm Springs culture books
that Gibbs Smith publishes set the tone for
histrailer’sremodel.

What was your approach?

G: Add a playful, midcentury modern spirit to
my home, and do so at a reasonable cost. That
wasmymain goal, T also wanted to use the right
colorsand materials. Iwas actually inspired by
Palm Springs Holiday, a book I published by
Peter Moruzzi.
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T: Gibbs and his wife, Catherine, asked
me toincorporate the colorful palette on
aJames Servaissculpture they purchased
into the interior and exterior design to
createamidcentury-inspired home with
abutterflyroof. I wanted to embrace the
original harvest-gold kitchen and avo-
cado bath fixtures; expand their small
living area outward into the garden; and
marry a contemporary exterior with a
vintage interior. Basically, to put a smile
ontheir faceswhenever they come home
to Palm Springs.

Any initial concerns?

G: My only concern was notbeingable to
do certain things because the structure
isn’tthe same as areal house.

T: When I came onto the project, I had a
few. The roofline, galvalume siding, and
hardscape were incorrectly installed.
And I knew the living room and carport
additions flanking the original trailer
would be problematic with the design
andinstallation ofa cohesive roofing sys-
tem. The lots are tight, and the manage-
ment of roof and rainwater movement
was crucial. Another challenge was the
need for recessed lighting. In vintage
mobile homes, the space along the ceil-
ing near the exterior walls is limited in
depth. Thismakesitchallengingtoinstall
fixtures that will illuminate artwork and
furnishings.

Favorite part of the end result?

G: Troy caught the vision of what I was
trying to do and helped me do it. Now it
reflects the spirit of Palm Springs. The
trailer makesme feellike Thave aplaceto
have a Palm Springs holiday in.

T: The colorful wall striping adds excite-
ment while evoking the feeling that the
rooms are wrapping their arms around
you. The horizontal striping mimics the
movement of the horizontal galvalume
siding. Interior/exterior connectivity is
whatIultimately strive for asadesigner;
the striping tied up the propertyina col-
orfullittle bow.

Bankord carried the vivid theme throughout
the home'sindoor and outdoor environ-
ments. From top, the dining room and bed-
room feature the same retro elements as the
firesidessitting area in the courtyard garden,
for which he also designed the landscape.
“Making their home functional and fun with
theincorporation of colorful stripes, exciting
colors, and funky furnishings was my motiva-
tion,” he says.
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